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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) In a round baler for movement across the ground 
and fomiation of cylindrical bales of crop material, the baler having a wheel 
assembly including a transverse axle, a clam shell-like bale^omiing chamber 
suppoited on the axle and mduding a forward portion and a tailgate vertically 
pfvotable between a closed position for fomiing round bales and an open position 
for bale ejection, a bale kicker generally vertically pivotably connected to the axle 
for contacting a bale during its ejection from the bale-fonning chamber and for 
propelling ft reanA/ardly of the baler, the improvement comprising: 
the bale kicker including: 

a generally flat table-like ramp affixed to the axle for generally free vertical 
pivotal movement between a closed position where it is approximately horizontal 
or slightly above horizontal, and an open position where it is below horizontal, 
generally in contact with the ground; and 

a first generally transverse torsion bar with a tongrtudinal axis generally 
parallel to the transverse axle and havir^ a first end affixed to the axle, and an 
opposing second end affixed to the ramp, said torsion bar further having a 
multifeicete d oortion on each of the first and second ends 

a pair of spac ed-aoart axle brackets are riaidiv affixed to the axle and 
extend oe neraltv reanArardIv awav therefrom and are prvotablv connected to the 
ramp such that the ramp mav piv ot verticallv about the axle brackets: 

a support ami is riaidiv affixed to the axle and extends oenerallv 
reanftyardlv awav therefrom generally between and parallel to the pair of axle 
brackets: and 
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the support ar m has a hole therethrouoh matching the multifaceted shape 
of the first end of the torsion ban and the first end of the torsion bar extends 
through the hole in th e axle bracket, whereby pivotal movement of the ramp from 
the closed position toward the open position Imparts a twist to the torsion bar 
such that movement of the ramp t^etween the closed positron and the open 
position imparts a twist to the torsion bar that provides a kick to the ejected bale 
as it moves off the ramp onto the ground, that kidc being the pr i mary impetus for 
bale ejection. 

2. (Cancelled) The improvement of claim 1 , wherein: 

the torsion bar has a multifaceted porfion on each of the first and second 

ends; 

a pair of spaced-apart axle brackets are rigklly afHxed to the axle and 
extend generally rearwardly away therefrom and are i^votably connected to the 
ramp such that the ramp may pivot vertically about the axle brackets; 

a support ami is rigkJIy affixed to the axle and extends generally 
rearwardly away therefrom generally between and parallel to the pair of axle 
brackets; and 

the support arm has a hole therethrough matching the multi^oeted shape 
of the first end of the torsion bar, and the first end of the torsion bar extends 
through the hole fn the axle bracket whereby pivotal movement of the ramp from 
the closed position toward the open position imparts a twist to the torsion bar. 

3. (Cunrently Amended) The improvement of Claim 1 ([2]], wherein: 

the second end of the torsion bar is affixed to the ramp by a coupler that 
has a first end and an opposing second end; 

the coupler has a hole therethrough adjacent the first end of the coupler 
matching the multifiaceted shape on the second end of the torsion bar and the 
second end of the torsion bar extends through the hole in the coupler; and 
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the second end of the cx)upler connected to the ramp to allow the table to 
pivot between the closed position and the open position and Impart a twist to the 
torsion bar. 

4. (Previously Presented) The improvement of claim 3, wherein: 

the ramp fs generally rectangularty-shaped with a pair of parallel arms 
extending away therefrom and pivotally affixed to the axle. 

5. (Previously Presented) The improvement of claim 4. wherein: 

the torsion bar is generally located t>etween the parallel arms of the ramp. 

6. (Previously Presented) The improvement of claim 3, wherein: 

the kicker includes a second torsion bar, and the first and second torsion 
bars are axially aligned. 

7. (Currently Amended) In a round baler for movement across the ground 
and formation of cylindrical bales of crop material, the baler having a wheel 
assembly Including a transverse axle, a clam shelMike bale-forming chamber 
supported on the axle and including a forward portion and a tailgate vertically 
pivotable between a closed position for fomning round bales and an open position 
for bale ejection, a bale kicker generally vertically pivotably connected to the axle 
for contacting a bale during its ejection from the bale-forming chamber and for 
propelling it reanAfardly of the baler, the improvement comprising: 

the bale krcker including: 

a generally flat te^le-like ramp affixed to the axle for generally free vertical 
pivotal movement between a closed position where it is approximately horizontal 
or slightly above horizontal, and an open position where it is below horizontal, 
generally in contact with the ground; and 

first and second generally transverse torsion bars with aligned longitudinal 
axes generally parallel to the transverse axle, each having a first end affixed to 
the axle, and an opposing second end affixed to the ramp, such that movement 
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of the ramp betvsreen the dosed position and the open position imparts a twist to 
the torsion bars that provides a kick to the ejected bale as it moves off the ramp 
onto the ground, that kick being the primary impetus for bale ejection. 

8. (Previously Presented) The improvement of daim 7, wherein: 
each of the second ends of the torsion bars is affixed to the ramp by 

respective support plates that have first ends and opposing second ends; 

each respective support plate has a hofe therethrough adjacent the first 
end of the support plate matching the muKifaoeted shape on the second ends of 
the torsion bars and the second ends of the torsion bars extends through the 
hole in the respective support plate; and 

the second ends of the support plates are connected to the ramp to allow 
the ramp to pivot between the dosed positton and the open positk)n and impart a 
twist to the torsion bar. 

9. (Previously Presented) The improvement of daim 8. wherein: 

the ramp is generally rectangular with a pair of generally parallel amns 
extending away therefrom and pivotally afTixed to the axle. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The improvement of claim 9, whereri: 

the first and second torsion bars are generally located between the 
parallel arms of the ramp. 

1 1 (Currently Amended) A round baler for movement across the ground and 
formation of cylindrical bales of crop material, the baler comprising: 

a wheel assembly including a transverse axle; 

a bale-forming chamt)er supported on the axle and including a forward 
portion and a tailgate vertically pivotable between a closed position for forming 
round bales and an open position for bale ejection; 
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a bate krcker generally vertically pivotabJy connected to the axle for 
contacting a bale during its ejection from the bale-forming chamber and for 
propelling it rearwardly of the baler, the bate kicker comprising: 

a generally flat table-like ramp affixed to the axle for generally free 
vertical pivotal movement between a closed position where it is 
approximately horirontal or slightly above horizontal, and an open position 
where H is bek^w horizontal, generally In contact with the ground; and 

a first generally transverse torsion bar with a longrtudinal axis 
generally parallel to the transverse axle and having a first end affixed to 
the axle. arKl an opposing second end afRxed to the ramp, the torsion bar 
further having a multifaceted portion on each of the first and second ends: 

an axle bracket is rioidl y affixed to the axle and extends generally 
rearwardlv awav therefirom: and 

the axle bracket h as a hole therethrough matching the multifaceted 
shaoe of the fi rst end of the torsion bar, and the first end of the torsion bar 
extends through the hole in th e axle bracket whereby pivotal movement of 
the ramp firom the closed position toward the open position imparts a twist 
to the toreion bar such that movemarit of the ramp t>etween the ctosed 
position and the open position imparts a twist to the torsion bar that 
provides a kick to the ejected bale as it moves off the ramp onto the 
ground, that kick being the primafy impetus for bale ejecUon. 

12. (Cancelled) The round baler of claim 1 1 , wherein: 

the torsfon bar has a multifaceted portion on each of the first and second 

ends: 

an axle bradcet is rigidly affixed to the axle and extends generally 
rearwardly away therefiram; and 

the axle bracket has a hole therethrough matching the multifaceted shape 
of the first end off the torsion bar, and the first end of the torsion bar extends 
through the hole in the axle bracket, whereby pivotal movement of the ramp from 
the closed position toward the open position imparts a twist to the torsfon bar 
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13. (Currently Amended) The round baler of claim H {[12]], wherein: 

the second end of the torsion bar is affixed to the ramp by a coupler that 
has a first end and an opposing second end; 

the coupler has a hole therethrough adjacent the first end of the coupler 
matching the multifaceted shape on the second end of the torsion bar and the 
second end of the torsion bar extends through the hole in the coupler; and 

the second end of the coupler connected to the ramp to allow the table to 
pivot between the closed position and the open position and impart a twist to the 
torsion bar. 

14. (Previous^ Presented) The round baler of claim 13. wherein: 

the kicker includes a second torsion bar, and the first and second torsion 
bars are axially aligned. 

15. (Currently Amended) A round baler for movement across the ground and 
fonnation of cylindrical bales of crop material comprising: 

a wheel assembly including a transverse axle; 

a bale-forming chamt>er supported on the axle and including a forward 

portion and a tailgate verticaDy pivotabie between a closed position for fonming 

round bales and an open position for bale ejection; 

a bale kicker generally vertically pivotably connected to tlie axle for 

contacting a bale during its ejection from ttie bale-forming chamber and for 

propelling it reanA/ardly of the baler, the kicker comprising: 

a generally flat table-Gke ramp affixed to the axle for g^erally free 
vertical pivotal movement fcietween a closed position where it is 
approximately horizontal or slightly above horizontal^ and an open positron 
where it is below horizontal, generally in contact with the ground; and 
first and second generally transverse torsion bars with aligned 
longitudinal axes generally parallel to the transverse axle, each having a 
first end affixed to the axle, and an opposing second end affixed to the 
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ramp, such that movement of the ramp between the closed position and 
the open position imparts a twist to the torsion bars that provides a kick to 
the ejected bale as it moves off the ramp onto the ground, that kick being 
the prinrKiiy impetus for bale ejection. 

16. (Previously Presented) The round baler of claim 15, wherein: 

each of the second ends of the torsion bars is affixed to the ramp by 
respective couplers that have first ends and opposing second ends; 

the coupler has a hole therethrough adjacent the first end of the coupler 
matching the muKifiaceted shape on the second ends of the torsk)n bars and the 
second ends of the torsion bars extends through the hole in the coupler; and 

the second ends of the couplers are connected to the ramp to allow the 
ramp to pivot between the closed position and the open positron and impart a 
twist to the torsion bar. 

17. (Previously Presented) The round baler of claim 16, wherein: 

the ramp is generally rectangularly shaped with a pair of parallel amis 
extending away therefrom and pivotally afTixed to the axle. 

18. (Previously Presented) The round baler of claim 17. wherein: 

the first and second torsion bars are generally located between the 
parallel amis of the ramp. 
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